
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you 
by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation--  if you continue 
in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. Colossians 1:21-23 (NIV) 
 

That Was Then, This Is Now 

 
That was then. This is now. What does that mean? I was once alienated from you. I was thinking and speaking and acting as your 
enemy. My behavior was evil in your sight. I was living for my own comfort and pleasure. I was walking on a road that led away from 
you. I was self-centered, self-indulgent, and self-sufficient. I didn’t think I wanted or needed anything or anyone. I especially had no 
time for you. I know this to be true, even though it is difficult to say and hard to acknowledge. My life was fully emersed and engaged 
in the darkness of this world. How did you enjoy that life? I didn’t. It is true that the wages of sin is death. I was being paid in full. 

My thoughts, and words and actions led to brokenness. I was experiencing pain and suffering. I had hit rock bottom. I had reached 
the end of my rope. I was stuck in the muck and the mire that was my life. I was without hope in the world. That sounds quite 
bleak. It was very bleak. But you would not let me go. You would not let me live a life without you. You allowed me to hear the 
Gospel. You allowed me to receive the Good News of your salvation. You forgave my sin. You cleansed my unrighteousness. You 
presented me to God, without any spot or blemish. I was free from any accusation. You helped me to turn my life over to you. You 
turned my life around. You gave me a new and fresh start. This is now. I am continuing to live the life of faith that you have given 
me to live. I am walking through life with you. I am living in an intimate relationship with you. I am following you to where you lead 
me. I am doing what you ask of me. I am allowing you to use me. Where am I leading you? What am I asking you to do for me? 
How am I using you? Just as the Gospel of your salvation was held out to me, so also, you want me to hold it out to others. You 
want to speak though me so that others can hear the Good News of their salvation. You want to use me to help others to come to 
know and love and follow and serve you. You want me to become a servant of the Gospel. Yes, I do. Will you allow me to use 
you in this way? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, I was once living as your enemy. My thoughts, words and actions were evil. How amazing it is that you helped me to hear the Gospel 

of my salvation. Thank you or forgiving my sin, cleansing my unrighteousness, and presenting me Holy in God’s sight. Amen 
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The Sacramental Life  Present You Holy And Blameless 
 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds,  he has now reconciled in his body of 
flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him,  if indeed 
you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

ESV                                           Colossians 1:21-23 
 
 

 
The Sacramental Life      Present You Holy In His Sight 
 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he 
has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through 
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation--  if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out 
in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
 

NIV                                            Colossians 1:21-23 
 
  
 

    
The Sacramental Life  Present You Holy And Blameless 
 

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  in the 
body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 
blameless, and above reproach in His sight--  if indeed 
you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and 
are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which 
you heard, which was preached to every creature under 
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

NKJV                                         Colossians 1:21-23 
 
  

 
The Sacramental Life     Brought You Into His Presence 
 

This includes you who were once far away from God. You were 
his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and 
actions.  Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the 
death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought 
you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as 
you stand before him without a single fault.  But you must 
continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift 
away from the assurance you received when you heard the 
Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the 
world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to 
proclaim it. 
 

NLT                                            Colossians 1:21-23 
      

 
The Sacramental Life             Whole In His Presence 
 

You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you 
all had your backs turned to God, thinking rebellious thoughts of 
him, giving him trouble every chance you got.  But now, by giving 
himself completely at the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ 
brought you over to God's side and put your lives together, whole 
and holy in his presence.  You don't walk away from a gift like that! 
You stay grounded and steady in that bond of trust, constantly 
tuned in to the Message, careful not to be distracted or diverted. 
There is no other Message—just this one. Every creature under 
heaven gets this same Message. I, Paul, am a messenger of this 
Message. 
 

MSG                                          Colossians 1:21-23 
  

 
The Sacramental Life  Present You Holy And Blameless 
 

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds,  he has now reconciled in his fleshly 
body through death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him—  provided 
that you continue securely established and steadfast in 
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant 
of this gospel.   

NRSV                                        Colossians 1:21-23 
   

The Sacramental Life           Nothing Left Against You 
 

This includes you who were once so far away from God. You were his 
enemies and hated him and were separated from him by your evil 
thoughts and actions, yet now he has brought you back as his friends. 
 He has done this through the death on the cross of his own human 
body, and now as a result Christ has brought you into the very presence 
of God, and you are standing there before him with nothing left against 
you—nothing left that he could even chide you for;  the only condition is 
that you fully believe the Truth, standing in it steadfast and firm, strong in 
the Lord, convinced of the Good News that Jesus died for you, and 
never shifting from trusting him to save you. This is the wonderful news 
that came to each of you and is now spreading all over the world. And I, 
Paul, have the joy of telling it to others. 
 

TLB                                           Colossians 1:21-23 
     

 
The Sacramental Life   Present You Holy And Faultless 
 

And although you at one time were estranged and alienated from Him 
and were of hostile attitude of mind in your wicked activities,  Yet now 
has [Christ, the Messiah] reconciled [you to God] in the body of His flesh 
through death, in order to present you holy and faultless and 
irreproachable in His [the Father's] presence.  [And this He will do] 
provided that you continue to stay with and in the faith [in Christ], well-
grounded and settled and steadfast, not shifting or moving away from the 
hope [which rests on and is inspired by] the glad tidings (the Gospel), 
which you heard and which has been preached [as being designed for 
and offered without restrictions] to every person under heaven, and of 
which [Gospel] I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

AMP                                         Colossians 1:21-23 
   

The Sacramental Life    Bring You Into God’s Presence 
 

At one time you were separated from God. You were his enemies in 
your minds, and the evil things you did were against God.  But now 
God has made you his friends again. He did this through Christ’s 
death in the body so that he might bring you into God’s presence as 
people who are holy, with no wrong, and with nothing of which God 
can judge you guilty.  This will happen if you continue strong and 
sure in your faith. You must not be moved away from the hope 
brought to you by the Good News that you heard. That same Good 
News has been told to everyone in the world, and I, Paul, help in 
preaching that Good News. 
 

NCV                                          Colossians 1:21-23 
     

 
The Sacramental Life           Present You Before Him 
 

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds,  yet He has now reconciled you in His 
fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach—  if indeed you 
continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, 
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of 
which I, Paul, was made a minister. 
 

NASB                                       Colossians 1:21-23 
 

  



Present You Holy In His Sight  Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Sacramental Life – Colossians 1:21-23                    In Context: Read Colossians 1 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation--  if you continue in your 
faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. Colossians 1:21-23 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Once you were alienated from God | and were enemies in your minds | because of your evil behavior.  | But now he has reconciled you 
| by Christ's physical body | through death | to present you holy in his sight, | without blemish | and free from accusation |-- if you 
continue in your faith, | established and firm, | not moved from the hope | held out in the gospel. | This is the gospel | that you heard 
and that has | been proclaimed | to every creature under heaven, | and of which I, Paul, | have become a servant.               
Colossians 1:21-23(NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I was once living as your enemy. My thoughts, words and actions were evil. How amazing it is that you helped me to hear the 
Gospel of my salvation. Thank you or forgiving my sin, cleansing my unrighteousness, and presenting me Holy in God’s sight. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What was your life like when you were living alienated from God? 
How were you once living as an enemy of God because of your thoughts and words and actions? 
How did Jesus Christ make it possible for you to hear and receive the Gospel of your salvation? 
How has Jesus Christ reconciled you to God and presented you Holy in His sight? 
What hope has the Gospel held out to you far beyond what you could have ever imagined? 
Why is it critically important that you become a part of proclaiming the Gospel to others? 
How are you now living as a servant of the Gospel so that others can come to know the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to use you as a servant of the Gospel so that it can be proclaimed throughout the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will use you to help others to come to know, love, follow, and serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are now helping to proclaim the Gospel to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Present You Holy In His Sight         Colossians 1     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you become a servant of the Gospel proclaiming it to others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will proclaim the good news of the Gospel to others. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you use me to proclaim the Gospel to others? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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