
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  
James 1:2-4 (NIV)  
 

Pure Joy 
 

I don’t know about that. You don’t know about what? I’m not sure how to have pure joy when I’m going through trials. Why is 
that? I’m not sure I can or even want to have pure joy when I go through trials. You should know, I am no fan of trials. I don’t like 
trials. I like to avoid trials. I have no interest in going through trials. I do my best to leave a trial as soon as possible. Do you think I 
want you to be joyful for your trials? It sounds like it to me. Then you better listen a little more carefully. How so? There is a 
huge difference between being joyful in and through a trial and being joyful for a trial. Can you explain that to me? Yes, I 
can. 

 
Let me ask you a few questions. I’m listening. Have you drawn closer to me as you have gone through trials? Have you felt 
my nearness as you have gone through trials? Has your life with me grown more intimate as you have held on to me 
through trials? Has your faith in me grown stronger as you have gone through trials? Have I strengthened you and made 
you able to persevere as you have gone through trials? Have you learned to call out to me and ask me for help as you have 
gone through trials? Have I heard and answered your prayers as you have gone through trials? Have I generously given 
you wisdom as you have gone through trials?  Yes, you have done all these things in and for me as I have gone through trials. 
Are you thankful for all that I have done in and for you as you have gone through trials? Yes, I am thankful. Yes, I am grateful. 
Would you even say that you are joyful for what I have done in and for you as you have gone through trials? Without, a 
doubt, I have joy in my heart because of all that you have done in and for me as I have gone through trials. Remember that. Have 
this joy in you as you go through trials. Now, I understand. That’s good. 
 
One more question. What’s that? If you could, would you trade all that I have done in and for you through trials for never 
having any trials in the first place? Not, for a second. Then you can have joy and give thanks in the midst of trials because 
you know that I will be continuing my good work in you. Yes, I can. Yes, I will. That is very good. 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I am no fan of trials. I have had a negative attitude toward them. Yet, I know that you can and do use trials for good in my life. Help 

me to persevere and grow stronger in my faith as I go through trials. Help me to rely on you for all I need in every trial. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                     Copying not permitted                          www.GrowingAsDisciples.com	



 

 

 

 

                                                                     
  Becoming Like Christ       When You Meet Trials 

 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials 
of various kinds, for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

ESV                                                      James 1:2-4 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Whenever You Face Trials 

 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may 
be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 

NIV                                                       James 1:2-4 
 
 
 
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ       Fall Into Various Trials 
 

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces patience. But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing. 

NKJV                                                    James 1:2-4 

 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ        When Troubles Come 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come 
your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 
For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for 
when your endurance is fully developed, you will be 
perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
 

NLT                                                       James 1:2-4 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ When Tests…Come At You 
 

Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and 
challenges come at you from all sides. You know 
that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the 
open and shows its true colors. So don't try to get 
out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so 
you become mature and well-developed, not 
deficient in any way. 
 

MSG                                                    James 1:2-4 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Whenever You Face Trials 

 

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, 
so that you may be mature and complete, lacking 
in nothing. 
 

NRSV                                                   James 1:2-4 
 
  

Becoming Like Christ            Full Of Difficulties 

 

Dear brothers, is your life full of difficulties and 
temptations? Then be happy, for when the way is 
rough, your patience has a chance to grow. So let 
it grow, and don’t try to squirm out of your 
problems. For when your patience is finally in full 
bloom, then you will be ready for anything, strong 
in character, full and complete. 
 

TLB                                                      James 1:2-4 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ Whenever You… Encounter… Trials 

 

Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are 
enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into 
various temptations. Be assured and understand that 
the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance 
and steadfastness and patience. But let endurance and 
steadfastness and patience have full play and do a 
thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly 
and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.  
 

AMP                                                     James 1:2-4 

   

  Becoming Like Christ  Have Many Kinds Of Troubles 
 

My brothers and sisters, when you have many kinds of 
troubles, you should be full of joy, because you know 
that these troubles test your faith, and this will give you 
patience. Let your patience show itself perfectly in what 
you do. Then you will be perfect and complete and will 
have everything you need. 
 

NCV                                                     James 1:2-4 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ Whenever You Encounter… Trials 

 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

NASB                                                   James 1:2-4 
 

  



Whenever You Face Trials          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – James 1:2-4                                    In Context: Read James 1 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Consider it | pure joy, | my brothers, | whenever | you face | trials of | many kinds, | because | you know that | the testing | of | your 
faith | develops perseverance. | Perseverance | must finish | its work | so that | you may | be | mature | and | complete, | not lacking 
| anything. James 1:2-4 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I am no fan of trials. I have had a negative attitude toward them. Yet, I know that you can and do use trials for good in my life. 
Help me to persevere and grow stronger in my faith as I go through trials. Help me to rely on you for all I need in every trial. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you been able to joyfully go through a trial? 
Why can you be sure that you will face trials in this life? 
Why should you not be surprised by the wide variety of trials there are in life? 
How has your faith grown stronger as you have gone through trials? 
How has the testing of your faith developed perseverance in you? 
How have you been drawn closer to the Lord as you have gone through a trial? 
How have you relied on the Lord to help you go through a trial? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to help you to persevere and grow stronger in your faith as you go through trails. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will be able to use trials to help you to grow stronger in your faith. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your faith has grown stronger as you have gone through trials. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Whenever You Face Trials          James 1        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the Lord to strengthen your faith as you go through trials. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on you to strengthen my faith as I go through trials. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you strengthen my faith as I go through trials? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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