
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven.  “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  so that your giving may be in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:1-4 (ESV) 
  
 

Credit 
 
 

Do you need credit? Are you seeking recognition? Must you have worldly rewards for the good things you do for others, 
in this life? Those are all very good questions. Why do you think I have asked good questions? It is good for me to evaluate 
my motives, not once and a while, but every day as I follow and serve you. What are your motives? I will say what I think is true. I 
will say what I hope is true. I am serving you because I love you. It is my desire to know and do your will. It is my pleasure to go and 

do what you ask of me. I am certainly not serving or giving with the hope or desire to receive worldly recognition and rewards. That 
would be foolish. Why is that? Life in this world is like a snap of the fingers or the blink of an eye. Every reward given in this life will 
soon be left behind. I brought nothing into this world. I will take nothing out of this world. That is only partly true. Why is that only 
partly true? You can store up treasure in heaven with me. Make no mistake about it, you will be one day be rewarded for 
everything that you did for me in this life. I have no doubt about that. I do want to say something. I do want to make one thing 
very clear. What’s that? First, let me say that I am aware of that fact that you will have rewards waiting for me when I come to 
heaven to live with you. I would also like to say that I am not serving you with even the hope of heavenly rewards. I won’t turn them 
done. But I prefer to think that I am serving you and doing good things in this life only because I love you. That is enough for me. I 
need or want nothing more. I want to know your will. I want to go and do what is pleasing to you. I want to live my life with and for 
you both now and forever. Could anything be better? Could I ask for more. I think not. So, it is my prayer that you will show me 
where you want me to go and give me what you want me to do. I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. 
That is enough, because I love you and I know that you love me. My life is in your hands. I am at your service. That is very good. 
You will have all that you have asked of me. Thank you, Heavenly Father. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, it is my delight to serve you. I am not serving you because I am seeking recognition or rewards from the world. I am 

serving you because I love you. I delight in doing your will. I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 
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The Sacramental Life                 Sound No Trumpet 
 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven.  “Thus, when you give to the 
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  But 
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing,  so that your giving may be in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

ESV                                                   Matthew 6:1-4 
 
 

 
The Sacramental Life                Do Not Announce It 
 

"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to 
be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your 
Father in heaven.  "So when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you 
the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing,  so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 

NIV                                                   Matthew 6:1-4 
 
  
 
    

The Sacramental Life          Do Not Sound A Trumpet 
 

"Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven.  Therefore, when you do a charitable 
deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory 
from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.  But 
when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing,  that your charitable deed may be 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself 
reward you openly. 
 

NKJV                                                 Matthew 6:1-4 
   

 
The Sacramental Life          Don’t … Blowing Trumpets 
 

“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by 
others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 
When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites 
do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call 
attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have 
received all the reward they will ever get.  But when you give to 
someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing.  Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who 
sees everything, will reward you. 
 

NLT                                                  Matthew 6:1-4 
 
     

 
The Sacramental Life    Don’t Call Attention To Yourself 
 

"Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don't 
make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who 
made you won't be applauding. "When you do something for someone 
else, don't call attention to yourself. You've seen them in action, I'm 
sure—'playactors' I call them—treating prayer meeting and street corner 
alike as a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching, 
playing to the crowds. They get applause, true, but that's all they get. 
When you help someone out, don't think about how it looks.  Just do it—
quietly and unobtrusively. That is the way your God, who conceived you 
in love, working behind the scenes, helps you out.  
 

MSG                                                  Matthew 6:1-4 
 
 

 
The Sacramental Life          Do Not Sound A Trumpet 
 

"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven.  "So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward.  But when you give alms, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  so 
that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 
 

NRSV                                              Matthew 6:1-4 
 
  

The Sacramental Life                Don’t Shout About It 
 

"Take care! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired, 
for then you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 
When you give a gift to a beggar, don’t shout about it as the 
hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets 
to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you in all 
earnestness, they have received all the reward they will ever 
get.  But when you do a kindness to someone, do it secretly—
don’t tell your left hand what your right hand is doing.  And your 
Father, who knows all secrets, will reward you. 
 

TLB                                                   Matthew 6:1-4 
 
    

 
The Sacramental Life            Do Not Blow A Trumpet 
 

TAKE CARE not to do your good deeds publicly or before men, in order 
to be seen by them; otherwise you will have no reward [reserved for and 
awaiting you] with and from your Father Who is in heaven.  Thus, 
whenever you give to the poor, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites in the synagogues and in the streets like to do, that they may 
be recognized and honored and praised by men. Truly I tell you, they 
have their reward in full already.  But when you give to charity, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  So that your deeds of 
charity may be in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will reward 
you openly. 
 

AMP                                                 Matthew 6:1-4 
 
  

The Sacramental Life            Don’t … Blow Trumpets 
 

“Be careful! When you do good things, don’t do them in front of 
people to be seen by them. If you do that, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.  “When you give to the 
poor, don’t be like the hypocrites. They blow trumpets in the 
synagogues and on the streets so that people will see them and 
honor them. I tell you the truth, those hypocrites already have 
their full reward.  So when you give to the poor, don’t let anyone 
know what you are doing.  Your giving should be done in 
secret. Your Father can see what is done in secret, and he will 
reward you. 
 

NCV                                                  Matthew 6:1-4 
     

 
The Sacramental Life          Do Not Sound A Trumpet 
 

"Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be 
noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your 
Father who is in heaven.  "So when you give to the poor, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by 
men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  "But 
when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing,  so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward 
you. 
 

NASB                                                Matthew 6:1-4 
   



Sound No Trumpet                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Sacramental Life – Matthew 6:1-4                             In Context: Read Matthew 6 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your 
Father who is in heaven.  “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. Matthew 6:1-4 (ESV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people | in order to be seen by them, | for then you will have no reward | from 
your Father | who is in heaven.  | “Thus, when you give to the needy, | sound no trumpet | before you, | as the hypocrites do | in the 
synagogues and in the streets, | that they may be praised by others. | Truly, I say to you, | they have received their reward.  | But 
when you give to the needy, | do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, | so that your giving | may be in secret. | 
And your Father | who sees in secret | will reward you. Matthew 6:1-4 (ESV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, it is my delight to serve you. I am not serving you because I am seeking recognition or rewards from the world. I am 
serving you because I love you. I delight in doing your will. I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you noticed others taking undeserved credit for something they didn’t accomplish? 
Why is it a mistake to loudly announce and take credit for something you have done? 
When have you done something extravagantly generous without any desire for recognition or reward? 
Why will you never regret quietly and anonymously and generously giving to others? 
Why are rewards from your Heavenly Father far superior to any reward the world could give to you? 
How confident are you that your Heavenly Father will one day reward you for the good deeds you have done in this life? 
How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Give quietly and anonymously and generously to others without seeking reward or recognition. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father will one day reward you for the work you have done for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are learning to give to others without receiving recognition. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sound No Trumpet           Matthew 6        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you quietly and anonymously and generously give to others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will quietly and anonymously and generously give to others. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, how can I quietly and anonymously and generously give to others today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                  www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 

 


	Devotional - The Sacramental Life - Day 362 - Matthew 6-1-4 - Credit
	The Sacramental Life - Day 362 - Matthew 6-1-4 - Sound No Trumpet
	Memory Verse - The Sacramental Life - Day 362 - Matthew 6-1-4 - Sound No Trumpet - 10 Versions
	The Sacramental Life - Day 362 - Matthew 6-1-4 - Sound No Trumpet
	Journal Page - The Sacramental Life - Day 362 - Matthew 6-1-4 - Sound No Trumpet


	Year: 
	Week: 
	Day: 
	Date: 
	And your Father  who sees in secret  will reward you Matthew 614 ESV 1: 
	And your Father  who sees in secret  will reward you Matthew 614 ESV 2: 
	serving you because I love you I delight in doing your will I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name Amen 1: 
	serving you because I love you I delight in doing your will I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name Amen 2: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 1: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 2: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 3: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 4: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 5: 
	How has giving generously to others born fruit for the kingdom of God and brought glory to His name 6: 
	Give quietly and anonymously and generously to others without seeking reward or recognition: 
	Have faith that your Heavenly Father will one day reward you for the work you have done for Him: 
	Share with another person or your small group how you are learning to give to others without receiving recognition: 
	Pause And Offer Prayers Of: 
	Thanksgiving: 
	Intercession: 
	Confession 1: 
	Confession 2: 
	Year_2: 
	Week_2: 
	Day_2: 
	Date_2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 1: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 3: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 4: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 5: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 6: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 7: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 8: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 1: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 2: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 3: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 4: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 5: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 6: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 7: 
	May you quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 1: 
	May you quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 2: 
	May you quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 3: 
	Heavenly Father I will quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 1: 
	Heavenly Father I will quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 2: 
	Heavenly Father I will quietly and anonymously and generously give to others 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 1: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 2: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 4: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 5: 
	Heavenly Father how can I quietly and anonymously and generously give to others today 1: 
	Heavenly Father how can I quietly and anonymously and generously give to others today 2: 
	Heavenly Father how can I quietly and anonymously and generously give to others today 3: 


